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A NEW SPECIES OF THE GENUS
PARASCLERODERMA KIEFFER, 1904 FROM CHINA
(HYMENOPTERA: BETHYLIDAE)
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Abstract A new species of the genus Perascleroderma Kieffer is described and the key to the Chinese
species of Parascleroderma is proposed in this paper. The type specimen is deposited in Zhejiang Universi-
ty. .
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Parascleroderma Kieffer, 1904

Parascleroderma Kieffer, 1904, Ann. Mus. Giv. Stor. Nat. Genova, Ser.3, 1:376; Argaman, 1988. Boll. Soc. ent.
ital ., Genova, 120(2):144. Type species: Parascleroderma fulviceps Kieffer, 1904, monotypic.

Ceratepyris Kielfer, 1905. André: Spec. Hym. Bur. Alg., 9:246,285-286. Type species: Ceratepyris fuscipennis Kieffer,
monotypic (Syn. by Argaman, 1988).

The bethylid wasp genus Parescleroderma Kieffer, 1905, belongs to the subfamily Pristo-
cerinae. All the Parascleroderma species show strong sexual dimorphism: males are fully winged
and have ocelli, whereas females are completely apterous and lack ocelli (Argaman, 1988; Ter-
ayama, 1998). They are among the most strongly (lattened forms of Bethylidac, especially the
females, suggesting that these wasps may inhabit crevices in wood, live under bark orin narrow
galleries of wood-boring beetles. All available host records of Parascleroderma species are
coleopterous larvae, including Bostrichidae and Cleridae (Evans, 1964, 1978; Argaman, 1988).

This genus is a small and rarely collected genus in the Bethylidae. It is represented by 26
species worldwide: 15 (rom the Palaearctic, 2 from the Ethiopian, 4 from the Nearctic, 1 from
the Neotropical and 4 from the Oriental Regions (Argaman, 1988; Gordh & Méczdr, 1990; Ter-
ayama, 1996, 1998). Three species of Parascleroderma are known from Taiwan (Terayama,
1998).

In this paper, we describe one new species from Shaanxi Province. A key to the Chinese
species of the genus Parascleroderma Kiefler is proposed.

Key to the Chinese species of Parascleroderma Kieffer
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Male, head and mesosoma black, metasoma blackish BT OWEL ©=e === o=+ sm= ms oer en re st et e e el b e e e s 3
2. Head weakly microreticulate, with slightly convex sides; mesonotum microreticulate »=»»rverrerrsrmreee P.okajimai Terayama
Head smooth, with parallel sides; mesonotum smooth  serwermeerr s emtiee s escecveee oo P rgnaiensis Terayama
3. Anterior margin of clypeus broadly convex; propodeal disc microreticulate <= = rxrorresommr s Pogtayal Terayama
Anterior margin of clypeus concave; propodeal dise SO +oress s s ser e e ra e e P.mage sp.nov.
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The following abbreviations are used for the measurements and formula in this paper; HL=
head length; HW = head width; WF = width of frons; LA = length of alitrunk; LPD = length of
propodeal disc; WPD = width of propodeal disc; FWL = fore wing length; TL = total length; EL
= eye length; POL = posterior ocellar line; AOL = antero-posterior ocellar line; OOL = ocello-oc-
ular line; WOT = width of ocellar triangle.

Parascleroderma maae sp. nov. (Fig.1)

Male: fully winged; HL=0.94 mm; HW =0.77 mm; WF = 0.49 mm; LA=0.71 mm;
LPD=0.61 mm; WPD=0.56 mm; FWL=3.17 mm; TL=4.51 mim.

Head and mesosoma black; metasoma blackish brown; mandibles black, with teeth reddish
black; antennae blackish brown; coxae, trochanters and femora blackish brown; tibiae brown;
tarsi yellowish brown.

Fig.1 Parascleroderma maae sp. nov., dorsal view

Head longer than wide, with convex sides and straight posterior margin in frontal view;
sides of head converging from eye tops to vertex crest; frons and vertex microreticulate with shal-
low punctures very sparscly; maxillary palpi with 6 segments; labial palpi with 3 segments;
mandibles each with 5 teeth; apical tooth acute and largest; median lobe of clypeus small, with
anterior margin concave; antennae each 1.70 mm in length; antennal segments in following pro-
portioriz 11.5:5.0:5.0:5.0:5.0:5.0:5.0:4.5:4.5:4.5:4.5:4.5:5.5; scape 2.7 times as long
as wide; pedicel 2.0 times as long as wide; 3th to 9th segments each 2.0 times as long as wide;
10th segment 2.2 times as long as wide; 11th to 12th segments each 2.5 times as long as wide;
13th segment 3.0 times as long as wide; eyes 0.37 mm in length, without hair; WF 1.32 times
as Jong as EL; ocellar triangle flat; POL'AOL=5.5:2.5; OOL 1.5 times as long as WOT.

Pronotum microreticulate, with shallow punctures very sparsely, without carina or other

structural modification; mesonotum microreticulate with very sparse shallow punctures; notauli
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narrow and gradually converging to the base; propodeal disc 1.09 times as long as wide, widest
at posterior 1/3 in dorsal view; lateral and transverse carinae present; propodeal disc smooth,
shiny, with a media carina; declivity smooth, shiny.

Fore wings with pterostigma relatively large; basal vein arising at apical 1/3 of subcosta;
radial vein long, moderately curved, without discoidal cell.

Metasomna with Ist to 3rd gastral tergites smooth and shiny, 4th to 6th gastral tergites sub-
opaque and very weakly striate.

Female. Unknown.

Remarks. This species is similar to Parascleroderma atayal Terayama from Taiwan in ap-
pearance. However, it is easily distinguished from the latter by the concave anterior margin of
clypeus, and smooth propodeal disc.

Material examined. Holotype &' , 10 June 1998, Tiantai Shan (1 800 m}, Qinling (33.53°
N, 107.38°E), Shaanxi Province, by MA Yun and DU Yu-Zhou, No.984176.

Biology. Unknown.

Distribution. China {Shaanxi).

Etymology. This species is named after collector Miss MA Yun.
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BE CRTEFHERFUR(FXEMERE ARRFX)SEN KM EEER Gabuniini
2 FRh B Torbde albivittatus sp. nov. FIHE B W HE ¥ Apocryptus gratus sp.nov. . AR
FrEE FHOL FEAR R TG AN,

Xg@in WEE, R, HERE, RS .

hESES (Q969.544.8

1 iEERE Torbda Cameron, 1902

S 4E#E B Torbda Cameron F /& Bl # W £} Mesosteninae B Gabuniini, 778 T
FHRAMAE G X AR S (Gupta e al ., 1983; Gupta, 1987; Townes, 1970; Townes et al .,
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